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garment once worn by the deceased, ascends to the top of the house,
and, looking northward (whither the spirits flee), he calls aloud
thrice the name of the deceased.1 The loud cry (condamatio)
raised by the Romans at death may have had the same object.2 In
Masuren on the evening of the funeral day they place a chair in the
chamber of death and hang a towel on the door, for on that evening
the ghost comes back from the grave, seats himself on the chair,
weeps bitterly, dries his tears with the towel, and goes away for ever.3
The Jews keep a lamp burning for seven days at the head of the bed
where the man died, because the ghost returns thither to weep; 4
beside this light were placed a glass of water and a towel.5 In some
parts of Calabria they place bread and water in the room for three
nights, because the ghost returns at midnight to eat and drink.6 The
Samoan custom of keeping up a stream of light between the house
and the grave may have been intended (as we saw, p. 34 note) to show
the ghost the way back to the house. With this object, apparently,
some Central American tribes extend a thread from the house to the
grave, carrying it in a straight line over every obstacle.7 In some
parts of Germany the funeral always goes by the high road, in order
that the ghost may be able to find his way home.8 In the Mariana
Islands when a man was dying they placed a basket beside him and
begged the soul at its departure to go into the basket, and to take
up its quarters there on any future visits to the house.9 In some
Russian villages from time to time all the dead are feasted in a
house and are then let down through the window by a shroud into
the street and go their way.10

DISCUSSION
The PRESIDENT (Mr. Francis Galton) thought it a fair topic of
discussion whether it was likely that any widely prevalent and long
enduring custom sprang from a single root, and whether, on the
other hand, its existence and persistence under very varied con-
ditions was not some evidence of its origin in many roots, and of
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